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INTRODUCTION

This report has been prepared to record the consultation carried out with the local community in
respect of the Subject Development, which shall be known as the Meenbog Wind Farm. Planree Ltd.,
the applicant, is an associate company of Enerco Energy Ltd. Enerco Energy Itd. has led the
community consultation process in relation to the Meenbog Wind Farm with local residents and
interested parties in the wider community. The objective of the consultations was to ensure that the
views and concerns of all were considered as part of the Meenbog Wind Farm design and
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) process.

The Meenbog Wind Farm, both in its current form and as proposed under this substitute consent
application, represents an established and ongoing contributor to the local and regional economy. To
date, the design and construction of the wind farm have generated economic activity through direct and
indirect employment, as well as financial returns to participating landowners and financial contribution
payments to Donegal County Council. These outcomes have already established the project within the
economic landscape of the area.

Looking ahead, the Prospective Development will reinforce and expand this contribution. During the
remaining construction phase, it is anticipated that there will be renewed demand for labour, services,
and supply chain inputs. Over the longer term, the development will continue to support the local
economy through operational roles, continued landowner payments, and commercial rate contributions
to the local authority.

In addition, the provision of a structured community benefit fund will ensure that the financial value of
the Subject Development is shared more broadly within the community. This mechanism will support
local initiatives, infrastructure, and social projects, thereby extending the economic and social legacy of

the wind farm beyond its immediate operational footprint.

An important part of any renewable energy development, which the applicant has been at the forefront
of developing; is its Community Benefit Package. The concept of directing benefits from wind farms to
the local community is promoted by the National Economic and Social Council (NESC) and Wind
Energy Ireland (WEI) among others. While it may be simpler and easier to put a total fund aside for a
wider community area, the applicant is endeavouring to develop new ways to direct increased gain

towards the local community with particular focus on those living closest to the Meenbog Wind Farm.
The Wind Energy Development Guidelines 20067, state that:

“While it is not a mandatory requirement, it is strongly recommended that developers of a
wind energy project should engage in active consultation and dialogue with the local
community at an early stage in the planning process, ideally prior to submitting a planning

application”.
The Draft Revised Wind Energy Guidelines 20192, has retained this position stating the following:

“In order to promote the observance of best practice, planning authorities should require

applicants to prepare and submit a Community Report with their planning application and a

! The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Wind Energy Planning Guidelines 2006, p19
2 The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2019, p.42
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condition on any subsequent planning permission should require developers to carry out the

development in accordance with the approved Community Report’.

This report outlines the consultation and community engagement initiatives undertaken by the
applicant in relation to the Meenbog Wind Farm. It also outlines the main issues identified during this
process, how feedback received through consultation has been taken into consideration in the
development of the proposal, and the steps taken to ensure that the Meenbog Wind Farm will provide

enduring economic benefits to the surrounding communities.

CONSULTATION WITH THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY

The Meenbog Wind Farm was originally permitted by An Bord Pleanéla under ABP-300460-17, as
subsequently amended by ABP-303729-19. During the pre-planning process for the Permitted
Development, the applicant adopted a structured community engagement strategy to facilitate early and
ongoing consultation with local stakeholders. As outlined in section 2.7 of the rEIAR/2.8 of the EIAR
(Planning History), the Permitted Development evolved from several iterations across a larger site area.
A dedicated community liaison consultant, John Aston of Astoneco, was appointed to support

engagement with the local community and to assist in identifying and responding to issues raised.

Initial engagement involved consultation with local residents, landowners, Coillte, and other interested
parties, including representatives of local interest groups. The purpose of this process was to identify
key issues of concern and to ensure that community feedback informed the evolution of the project

design and associated environmental assessments.

Community consultation continued throughout 2016/2017 and a public information session which was
held on 16th February 2017. The public information session provided members of the local community
with an opportunity to review the evolving project design and engage directly with the applicant and
technical consultants. Topics discussed included the project layout, visual impacts, noise and shadow
flicker assessments, and community gain proposals. Following the event, correspondence with the local
community continued, which included a Question and Answer booklet responding to queries raised

during the consultation process.

Following changes in planning policy relating to turbine separation distances, the overall wind farm
footprint was reduced, and engagement became more focused on residents in the vicinity of the revised
development area (which is a similar area to the Wind Farm Site). A local community group, known as
the Meenbog Community Group, was formed to facilitate structured engagement with the applicant.
Ongoing discussions with the group contributed to refinements to the project design, including

proposals for additional amenity features and local environmental enhancements.

A further public information event was held on 21st September 2017 in Jackson’s Hotel, Ballybofey,
Co. Donegal. The event included an information exhibition, presentation, and questions and answers

session led by John Aston of Astoneco, together with representatives of the applicant and the project’s

N
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planning and environmental consultants. Approximately 50-60 members of the public attended the

event.

The information presented included updated project drawings, environmental constraints, separation
distances, noise contours, and visual material. Feedback received reflected a range of views regarding
the development, and all issues raised were recorded and considered in the finalisation of the project

design and associated environmental assessments, as part of the 2017 EIAR.

Local Community Consultation for the
construction of the Existing Development

Following the grant of permission in 2018 and during the construction phase from 2019 onwards,
communication with the local community in relation to the Meenbog Wind Farm has been ongoing,

with a point of contact available for queries relating to the development.

Prior to the commencement of construction, engagement was undertaken with local residents and
stakeholders to provide information on the development and to outline key elements of the proposed
works. This included discussion of the overall construction programme, site layout and associated
infrastructure, underground grid connection works, and the proposed approach to community amenity
provisions. Where relevant, reference was made to comparable operational wind farm developments to

assist in illustrating the nature of the proposed works and associated operational arrangements.

During the construction phase, representatives of the applicant have been available as a point of contact
for members of the public in relation to queries on construction activities, traffic management, site
operations, and general project updates. Advance notice was provided to the local community for all

road closures associated with the Grid Connection along public roads.

In the aftermath of the November 2020 Peat slide, and throughout the subsequent remediation and
stabilisation works, local representatives remained available for members of the public to raise queries
or seek clarification in relation to site activities. Where appropriate, information relating to ongoing
works and site management measures was made available through established means of

communication.

Overall, communication with the local community was facilitated throughout the construction of the
Existing Development, ensuring that a mechanism for engagement and query handling has been in

place over the duration of these works.

Local Community Consultation for the Current
Planning Application

This section sets out the community consultation and notification undertaken by the applicant in
relation to the preparation and submission of the application for substitute consent for the Subject

Development.

A Community Liaison Officer (CLO) remained available throughout the process to facilitate

communication with the local community and respond to any queries in relation to the application.
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A primary element of the Prospective Development from a community perspective is the revised
amenity proposals, which had to be revised to satisfy designer and landowner requirements. Early
engagement was held with the original community group to agree revised proposals that could work for
all involved. Feedback arising from these interactions informed the revised amenity proposals which
form part of the Prospective Development. The CLO also engaged with other interested groups in
relation to the project, which resulted in a letter of support being issued by the Bluestack Ramblers
Walking Club. The development of the revised amenity proposals represented an early and
constructive step in strengthening community-focused aspects of the project and once it was established,

the project website was developed as a mechanism for informing the wider public about the proposal.

In October 2025, a dedicated project website was established to provide
accessible information in relation to the substitute consent application. The website includes details of
the proposed application for substitute consent, project background including details about the design
team, and contact information for the CLO to enable members of the public to seek further information
or clarification. A public notice was published in the Donegal Democrat to inform the community

about the proposal and directing interested parties to the project website and CLO contact details.

In November 2025, letters were sent to residents in the vicinity of the Wind Farm Site and the Grid
Connection Site. These letters provided a brief summary about the proposed planning application and
reminded people about the dedicated project website where more detailed information was available.
The correspondence also included details of the Public Information Exhibition (PIE) of the 3™
December 2025. A public notice was also published in the Donegal Democrat in November 2025 to
inform the wider public of the upcoming PIE.

A Public Information Exhibition was held to present information on the substitute consent application
for the Meenbog Wind Farm and to provide an opportunity for members of the public to review the
proposal, engage with the project team, and submit feedback.

The exhibition also outlined the Existing Development and the Prospective Development, the scope of
technical and environmental assessments completed to date, and the potential benefits associated with

the development.

The event was organised as an open drop-in exhibition, allowing attendees to view material at their own

pace and speak directly with members of the project team.

Jackson’s Hotel (Drumboe Suite), Ballybofey, Co. Donegal (03/12/2025) (approximately. 20

attendees)

The PIE was attended by people living in the locality of the wind farm and the wider area. The
exhibitions comprised several graphic and information boards. Members of the project team, including

representatives of the applicant, were in attendance to provide clarification and respond to queries.
The information presented included:

Overview of the substitute consent application and purpose of the process


http://www.meenboginfo.com/
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Project background and design evolution

Description of the Existing and Prospective Development
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) structure
Environmental considerations and benefits

Community benefit proposals

Ecological restoration and enhancement works

Habitat and species information recorded on site

Amenity proposal

Maps showing the site location and surrounding dwellings, the proposed turbine delivery
route, Existing Development and Prospective Development layouts
Selection of photomontages

Next steps and contact information

Members of the public were invited to submit comment, concerns, and opinions regarding the project
through a feedback form at the event. The project website address, , and the
contact details of CLO were on display for the attendees.

All information that was displayed at the PIE was made publicly available on the project website for

interested parties to view in their own time.

The main queries raised related to:

Community benefit arrangements
The substitute consent planning application process
Biodiversity and ornithology

Peat slide and restoration measures

The project representatives were on hand to answer the queries raised at the PIE. Following the PIE,
the CLO followed up with interested parties. Feedback received at and since the PIE has been noted by
the CLO and relayed to the design team. This feedback has informed the project design and all
concerns have been fully addressed in the rETAR/EIAR and rNIS/NIS that accompany this substitute

consent application.

Engagement with the local community is ongoing and will continue for the lifetime of the Meenbog
Wind Farm, with appropriate mechanisms in place to facilitate communication and the consideration of
queries or feedback as they arise. The CLO will remain to be the primary point of contact for the
project and will be available to respond to queries relating to the development, operations, and

associated activities.
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ENDURING ECONOMIC BENEFIT

The Meenbog Wind Farm provides ongoing economic benefits to the local and regional economy
through a combination of employment, local and regional expenditure, landowner payments,
commercial rates, and statutory development contributions to Donegal County Council. These benefits
arise during both the construction and operational phases of the development and contribute to

sustained economic activity within the surrounding area.

The development also provides for longer-term community-focused economic benefits which are
intended to support local initiatives and reinforce the distribution of project value to communities in the
vicinity of the wind farm. These aspects are considered in more detail under the short-term and long-

term economic benefit headings below.

Short Term Economic Benefits

The Meenbog Wind Farm, both in its current form and as proposed under this substitute consent
application, represents an established and ongoing contributor to the local and regional economy. To
date, the design and construction of the wind farm have generated economic activity through direct and
indirect employment, as well as financial returns to participating landowners and financial contribution
payments to Donegal County Council. These outcomes have already established the project within the

economic landscape of the area.

Looking ahead, the Prospective Development will reinforce and expand this contribution. During the
remaining construction phase, it is anticipated that there will be renewed demand for labour, services,
and supply chain inputs. This will further reinforce the project’s role as an established economic
contributor within the area.

Long Term Economic Benefits

The Meenbog Wind Farm will provide many long-term economic benefits to the communities in the

surrounding areas, as outlined in the following sections.

Employment

It is estimated that approximately 80 workers were employed during the construction of Existing
Development, and further c.40 workers are expected to be employed during the construction phase of
the Prospective Development. Approximately 5 jobs will be created during operational phase of the
Subject Development.

Rates

Annual rates paid by the project to Donegal County Council will potentially support the provision of

local services.

2
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As part of the Permitted Development, the applicant is subject to development contributions payable to
Donegal County Council under the Development Contribution Scheme made pursuant to Section 48 of

the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

The development contributions for the Meenbog Wind Farm are structured in phased payments linked
to stages of construction. To date, Phase 1 contribution of €266,000 and the Phase 2 contribution of
€532,000 have been paid in accordance with the planning permission, with Phase 1 having been paid
prior to commencement of construction and Phase 2 paid prior to commencement of concrete

deliveries for turbine foundations.

A Phase 3 contribution was scheduled to become payable prior to the delivery of turbine components
to the Wind Farm Site. However, due to the suspension of works, this stage has not been reached.
These payments will have supported the provision of public infrastructure and services within the area
and form part of the established economic contribution of the Meenbog Wind Farm.

The applicant is given a commitment to a community benefit scheme based on a contribution of
€1/MWh per annum over the lifespan of the project based on the current estimated generating capacity
(91.2 MW) and an average capacity factor across 25-year lifespan. This will equate to potential funding

of over €6 million to the local community which is a substantial contribution.

The community benefit fund is intended to provide long-term and locally focused benefits to
communities surrounding the Meenbog Wind Farm. The fund is intended to support projects and

initiatives that provide tangible and lasting benefits within the local area.

It is envisaged that governance arrangements for the fund will be developed through engagement with
local community representatives, including the establishment of an appropriately representative
structure to assist in the administration and distribution of funding. This may include the formation of a
community benefit fund working group representing both neighbouring residents and the wider local

community.

The fund may support a range of community, amenity, recreational, educational, and accessibility
initiatives within the Meenbog area and the wider locality. This may include support for local sports
and recreational facilities, community buildings, accessibility improvements, local voluntary and
community organisations, and educational resources for local schools, including supports for sensory

and additional needs provision and physical education resources.

The fund can also be used to encourage energy efficiency upgrades within Meenbog area and the
wider locality. Examples of energy efficiency upgrades include the installation of heat pumps,
retrofitting of insulation, fitting of triple-glaze windows, retrofitting of boilers, fitting of advanced
ventilation, and the installation of Solar PV panels.

N
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CONCLUSION

Active engagement and consultation with the local community has been undertaken throughout the
development of the Meenbog Wind Farm, both during the Permitted Development planning process,
the construction phase of the Existing Development, and in relation to this substitute consent
application. The consultation process has provided the applicant with a valuable understanding of the
views, concerns, and priorities of the local community and has informed the evolution of the project

and associated proposals.

The applicant has sought to maintain open communication with residents, community representatives,
and other stakeholders through direct correspondence, public information events, dedicated project
contact details, and ongoing engagement facilitated by the CLO. Consultation undertaken in relation to
the substitute consent application has also provided the local community with the opportunity to review
the proposal and associated information relating to the Subject Development and to provide feedback

on the proposal.

The Meenbog Wind Farm has already contributed to the local and regional economy through
employment generation, construction activity, local expenditure, development contributions, and
financial returns to participating landowners. Looking forward, the Subject Development will continue
to deliver enduring economic benefits through ongoing operational activity, employment, local
expenditure, commercial rates, further financial contributions, community benefit funding, and

continued engagement with the surrounding communities over the lifetime of the development
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OCTOBER 2025 - INFORMATION




Meenbog Wind Farm Substitute Consent

Planree Ltd. are preparing to apply to An Coimisiun Pleanala for
Substitute Consent under Section 177E of the Planning and
Development Act, 2000, as amended, in respect of the Meenbog Wind
Farm, located in the townlands of Meenbog and Croaghonagh, Co.
Donegal, and the associated underground cabling grid connection to
Clogher substation located in the townlands of Cashelnavean,
Tawnawully Mountains, Friarsbush, Ardinawark, Keadew Upper,
Keadew Lower and Cullionboy, Co. Donegal.

Information about this application and the project is available for
interested parties to view on the dedicated project information
website, www.meenboginfo.com. A Community Liaison Officer
(CLO) is available to answer any questions about this proposal. If
anyone cannot access the information on the website, please
contact the CLO, Christopher O’Mahony, to arrange an alternative
means of sharing the information.

E-mail: clo@meenboginfo.com, or Phone: 086-0329552
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NOVEMBER 2025 -
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rco Energy
-

18t November 2025,

Meenbog Wind Farm Substitute Consent Application

Dear I

| hope this letter finds you well. Based on available information we understand that you
are the owner of the property marked [Jjjjj on the enclosed map?.

| writing to inform you about the Public Information Exhibition (PIE) for the Meenbog
Wind Farm Substitute Consent Application. Further to a High Court ruling it is necessary
to regularise all completed works at the wind farm and obtain permission to complete
and operate the wind farm. More detailed information about the project background is
available at the project website: www.meenboginfo.com.

The project Environmental Consultants, MKO, continue their preparation for a Substitute
Consent application to An Coimisiin Pleanala under Section 177E of the Planning and
Development Act, 2000, as amended, in respect of the Meenbog Wind Farm, located in
the townlands of Meenbog and Croaghonagh, Co. Donegal, and the associated grid
connection underground cabling route to Clogher substation located in the townlands of
Cashelnavean, Tawnawully Mountains, Friarsbush, Ardinawark, Keadew Upper, Keadew
Lower and Cullionboy, Co. Donegal. The project team is now ready to hold a PIE regarding
the proposal.

The PIE will be held in Jackson’s Hotel (Drumboe Suite), Ballybofey, Co. Donegal, on
Wednesday, 03™ of December, from 4.00 pm to 8.00 pm. Information about the proposal
will be on display, and members of the project team, along with myself, will be present to
answer any queries. Please see enclosed a copy of an advertisement, which will appear in
this week’s edition of the Donegal Democrat, informing the wider community of the PIE.

The applicant for the planning application will be Planree Ltd., which is an associate
company of Enerco Energy Ltd., exclusively allocated to the Meenbog Wind Farm Project.
This is a standard procedure for all projects of this nature, and Enerco will continue to
manage the proposed planning application.

Everyone is welcome to attend the exhibition, however, there is no obligation. All
information made available on the day will also be uploaded to the project website. If you
cannot attend the PIE and have difficulty accessing the information on the project
website, please contact me and | will assist you.

! Based on Land Registry data, which may not be fully accurate

Enerco Energy Limited, Lissarda Business Park, Lissarda, Co Cork, Ireland
Tel: +353 (0) 21-7336034 Email: info@enercoenergy.ie Reg. No. 357045




Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and as always if you have any queries
regarding the Meenbog Wind Farm, please feel free to contact me by email at
clo@meenboginfo.com, by phone 086-0329552, or through the ‘contact’ portal on the

project website.
Yours sincerely,

Christopher O’Mahony
Enerco Energy Ltd
clo@meenboginfo.com
086-0329552

Enerco Energy Limited, Lissarda Business Park, Lissarda, Co Cork, Ireland
Tel: +353 (0) 21-7336034 Email: info@enercoenergy.ie Reg. No. 357045




Meenbog Wind Farm Substitute Consent

Planree Ltd. are holding a Public Information Exhibition (PIE)
regarding the Substitute Consent application to An Coimisiln
Pleanala under Section 177E of the Planning and Development
Act, 2000, as amended, in respect of the Meenbog Wind Farm,
located in the townlands of Meenbog and Croaghonagh,
Co.Donegal, and the associated grid connection underground
cabling route to Clogher substation located in the townlands of
Cashelnavean, Tawnawully Mountains, Friarsbush, Ardinawark,
Keadew Upper, Keadew Lower and Cullionboy, Co. Donegal.

Venue, Date and Time:
Jackson’s Hotel (Drumboe Suite)

Ballybofey, Co. Donegal
Wednesday 03" December
4.00pm - 8.00pm

The PIE is open to all interested parties and information in relation
to the proposal will be on display with project representatives in
attendance to answer any questions. For those that cannot attend
the PIE, all information on display at the exhibition will also be
available on the project website, www.meenboginfo.com. If anyone
cannot access the website, please contact the project Community
Liaison Officer (CLO), Christopher O’Mahony, to arrange an
alternative means of sharing the information.

E-mail: clo@meenboginfo.com, or Phone: 086-0329552




3 =

Meenbog Wind Farm & Underground Cabling Route .

‘ —Ho18
H013- - Ho1e
HD13

SHO1

H020, .
HO14— ™ 0\
H019~

H089 Kguoso LN S AN AR A e N R . Legend
o\ \H1e e A e o RS Y o g3 7 il -
. \l'ig82 ~ ‘ Padin e A era e Bl o N ' > . < # House Location
- HO086— " HOPE . i u g e T g “ERTW S ; . .
; 7 el N I T MET T : - Ay , , = O Turbine Location
N P >‘ B L R T e U s O , : : 2] 2 km Setback from Turbines

7, g - - , ) [ Onsite 110 kV Substation

; Clogher Substation
Source: Esr, Maxar, Earthstar, Géographics, GNES/AifbUS DS, USDI F54; USGS, Aerdid, IGN : L _

R 4

Underground Cabling Route



Meenbog Wind Farm, Co. Donegal

Appendix 2-2 Community Benelit Report

PUBLIC INFORMATION

EXIHIBITION







WELCOME TO THE MEENBOG WIND FARM
SUBSTITUTE CONSENT APPLICATION
PUBLIC INFORMATION EXHIBITION

034 December 2025

THE PURPOSE OF TODAY’S PUBLIC
INFORMATION EXHIBITION

- Provide an update on the Meenbog Wind Farm and explain the
Substitute Consent Application.

Provide a brief overview of the Existing and Prospective
Development of the Meenbog Wind Farm.

Enable all interested members of the local community to view the
current application proposal.

Provide you with the opportunity to ask the project team any
questions you might have about the proposal and to give us
feedback.

Describe the technical and environmental studies which have
been completed to-date, that will inform the application.

Describe the potential benefits of the Meenbog Wind Farm
Development and how it may help local projects and initiatives.

THE DESIGN TEAM
Planree Ltd.

Planree Ltd. is a company affiliated with Enerco Energy Ltd., which is and Irish
owned company based in Lissarda (near Macroom), Co. Cork. The applicant has
extensive experience in the design, construction and operation of wind energy
developments throughout Ireland, responsible for projects currently operating in
Counties Kerry, Cork, Limerick, Clare, Galway and Mayo.

By Q4 2025, Enerco associated companies had over 970 Megawatts (MW) of wind
generating capacity in commercial operation or under construction with a further
c.400MW of projects at various stages in its portfolio to assist in meeting Ireland's
renewable energy targets.

MKO

MKO is Irelands largest Planning and Environmental consultancy. Our team of 200+
experienced professionals work across the planning, environmental, ecology and
related fields. We deliver challenging and complex projects for our clients and have
an unrivalled track record of success.

MKO has led the environmental assessments for the Meenbog Wind Farm Project
from the start and is responsible for the preparation of the Substitute Consent
planning application, which will include a remedial Environmental Impact
Assessment Report (rEIAR), an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR), a
remedial Natural Impact Statement (rNIS), and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS).

MKO are supported by a several specialist sub-consultants, including Hydro-
Environmental Services, TOBAR Archaeology, AWN Consulting Ltd. and Alan
Lipscombe Traffic and Transport Consultants.

Meenbog Wind Farm

Planree Ltd. intends to apply to An Coimisiin Pleandla for
substitute consent under Section 177E of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended) for the retention of all
constructed elements of the Meenbog Wind Farm, and permission
to complete the construction, operation, and decommissioning of
the wind farm.

The proposed development comprises two components:

The Existing Development, including:

Internal wind farm roads (new and upgraded),
Turbine foundations and hardstands,

A 110kV substation and associated grid connection
underground cabling,

Borrow pits and peat management, construction compounds,
and drainage works,

Peatslide remediation measures,

Associated site works and tree felling.

The Prospective Development, including:

Completion of access roads, hardstands, turbine foundations,
and landscaping,

Erection of wind turbines,

Erection of a permanent meteorological mast,
Biodiversity enhancement measures,
Operational stage site signage,

All associated site development and ancillary works




THE PROJECT BACKGROUND & PLANNING PROCESS

PROJECT BACKGROUND

Meenbog Wind Farm received planning permission in 2018 for a 19-
turbine development, including a 110 kV grid connection to Clogher
Substation, with a minor amendment to the turbine dimensions
approved in 2019. Construction began in November 2019, and by late
2020 around 90% of civil engineering works were completed.

In November 2020, during the construction of an access road to turbine
T7, a peat slide occurred at the site. The works at the location of the
peat slide were fully permitted and were being carried out in
accordance with the project design, which had been subject to both
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Appropriate Assessment
(AA).

Following the peat slide all routine construction works were halted, in
consultation with Donegal County Council (DCC), and mitigation
measures to prevent further discharges of peat were implemented.

The EPA led a multi-agency investigation of the peat slide, with full
cooperation from Planree Ltd. Separately DCC issued a notice under
Section 12 of the Water Pollution Act to remediate the relevant
watercourses impacting by the slide. A four stage Action Plan was
implemented in consultation with DCC. This included enhanced
environmental protection and habitat restoration measures, with each
stage agreed with DCC in advance of its implementation.

The EPA investigation concluded in September 2021, with confirmation
of their satisfaction that the site is stable, and works could recommence
on site. In July 2022, DCC confirmed their satisfaction with the peat slide
remediation works and confirmed that the notice issued was closed.

Construction works briefly recommenced at the site in 2022, however,
Donegal County Council subsequently initiated legal proceedings against
Planree to halt works on site, and in April 2024, the High Court
determined that the development requires regularisation by way of
Substitute Consent, a decision which was upheld on appeal in December
2024.

SCOPING AND CONSULTATION

STATUTORY CONSULTATION

Scoping is the process of identifying the significant issues that should be
addressed in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR).

A pre-application consultation with An Coimisiin Pleanala is ongoing
under reference ABP-321436-24.

MKO prepared a Scoping Document, which was circulated to statutory
and non-statutory consultees, to provide them with an opportunity to
comment and to inform the development design and assessment
process. All feedback received from consultees will be clearly
documented in the rEIAR/ EIAR and the relevant section of each
document which addresses that feedback will be noted.

Meenbog Wind Farm

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Since first introducing the Meenbog Wind Farm project in 2016, Planree
have worked closely with the local community. During the previous
planning application, Planree hosted consultation sessions, answered
questions, and continued to provide updates. Throughout the
construction phase and to date, we have remained present in the
community to answer any queries in relation to the Meenbog Wind Farm.
This ongoing engagement helps ensure that residents living near the site
are informed about the project and have the opportunity to share their
views.

The upcoming substitute consent application is a significant step in
progressing the project, and the CLO will continue to share information
with the community to keep interested parties up to date about the next
steps of  the project. A  dedicated project  website,
www.meenboginfo.com, has been developed to share details of the
proposal and make all consultation materials publicly available. We are
grateful for the interaction and feedback received to date, and the CLO
will remain available to the community throughout all stages of the
project.

This Public Information Exhibition presents details of the Meenbog Wind
Farm Substitute Consent Application, including site maps, nearby house
locations, proposed development components, environmental
considerations, and photomontages of the turbines. The community is
invited to engage with the project team and give feedback.

PLANNING APPLICATION

Planree Ltd. intends to apply to An Coimisiin Pleandla for substitute
consent under Section 177E of the Planning and Development Act 2000
(as amended) for the retention of all constructed elements of the
Meenbog Wind Farm, and permission to complete the construction,
operation, and decommissioning of the wind farm.

The application will seek an operational lifespan of 35 years from the date
of commissioning.

The application will be accompanied by:

¢ A remedial Environmental Impact Assessment Report (rEIAR) and
remedial Natura Impact Statement (rNIS) for the Existing
Development, and

= An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Natura
Impact Statement (NIS) for the Prospective Development.

THE WIND ENERGY DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES

The 2006 Wind Energy Development Guidelines are the current standard
to which a wind energy development must be designed and the relevant
guidelines for the purposes of section 28 (Guidelines & Directives) of
the Planning & Developments Act 2000, as amended, remain those issued
in 2006. The 2019 Draft Guidelines are due to be adopted this year and
should this be the case, the Wind Farm has been design to be capable of
achieving the revised requirements as currently drafted.




(ST "dyd) saueajnsuo) 1odsuel] g dijjel] aquiodsdi] uejy
(¥1 "dyD) ASojoseyoly ¥YEOL

(€1 "dy) "p11 Bunnsuoy NMY

(6 pue g "dyn)saoinias [pauawiuoIIAUF-0IPAH

(B8T“ZT'OT'ST'ET'TTOT'L'9'S V'€ 2T "dYD) UBAI||NS,O 3]|1A3Y AyrieDaN

sainsea|A Sull0}UOA pue uoiedii Jo 3|Npays
8ulo8a.i04 ay3 Jo uolLISIU|

si191sesiq [ednieN pue S1uspIlooy Jofejp

S ESSVA IFEREI]

a8ejusH |eanyn)

|ensiA pue adeaspuer

uoleiqiA pue asioN

a1ewin

Ayjenp ay

1218/

AS0j039 pue sjios ‘pue]

ASojoynuiQ

Ayisianipolg

y3jeay uewnH 1 uoie|ndod

uondiiasaqg

S9AI]EUISY|Y 3|JEUOSEY JO UOIIRIaPISUo)
punou8yoeg

uo1ONPOJIU|

:s8uipeay Suimoj|o} ay1
ssaippe |IM pue 3|qIssadoe Apignd aq |Im Siyl "HMYI3/¥VI34 ue Aq psiuedwodde
aq |m wieq pulp Soquas|y syl o) uonedldde Sujuuejd juasUOd SINUISQNS BY|

‘8T

As

o1

‘SE

T

€T

“CL

o

‘ot

ic,

T

weq puipy boquasiy

3 elua 0
z ed180|0ae 7/
o11e31153 = e2130|035) pue |ea1dojolp
= £2180|0 0O
= e2130|0
= 9SSe pue 01151153 ] pajielap Ag pa O 23 aNe e 9SSE 953
21eludoidde se juswdojana(g 3 adsold pue jusawdo|anag
d As ayjo anne pDUE 3uo|e awdojanap 3 3p 0 = op
z awdojansp 8 0 9]J3 e 3 NIE asse 4|3 pue yy 3 0g
Swale ed B eN Y
pue !{(yvy oday ) assy 1oed A 0 /
onneodde
doquas > 0 3 0 022p pue uollelado o =HIE) e e] p - 0
oF bai aJe 1e 0 B O 2J3 awdojaaaqg @ adsold 3 0 onele
owale ed e = eIpawal y
pue {(Yy oday 3 assy 1oed 21U 0 elpawal vy

INFINSSISSY IH1 40 3d0OIS




MEENBOG BIODIVERSITY

Meenbog Biodiversity

Meenbog is situated within an upland landscape. This poster provides an overview of the main habitats and species recorded during ecological surveys of the area.

What is Biodiversity?
Biodiversity is a term given to the variety of life on earth, including all species and ecosystems. A

wide variety of specialist ecological surveys have been undertaken at Meenbog by MKO, with the
project designed to avoid sensitive ecological receptors.

These surveys have targeted a wide variety of species and habitats with the aim of determining
their distribution in the area. Species recorded in the study area to date include a number of bat
and bird species, otter and aquatic species.

This poster provides a brief overview of a variety of habitats and species of interest with potential
to occur within the Site as well as some interesting facts for the reader.

Habitats

The below map illustrates the biodiversity study area. The following habitat types, which may be of
interest to the local community, are found within the study area:

Original Study Area

Map Lenend
[ e study aea
B substaton

@ Proposad Turbine
Locations

A Met Mast

| Conifer Forestry |

Conifer Forestry

The majority of the Site is comprised of conifer
plantation/ recently planted conifer, including Sitka

Watercourses

A number of watercourses including Eroding/upland rivers, dystrophic lakes, streams and drainage
ditches were recorded within and adjacent to the Site. These watercourses provide potential breeding,
foraging, and commuting habitats for a range of aquatic fauna and flora.

Spruce and bordered by Alder, with some existing trails.
This habitat is often relatively low in biodiversity value
due to the density of trees planted and the monoculture
nature of the species composition. Nevertheless, a
variety of species can be found utilising its shelter
including pine marten, badger, red squirrel, and a variety
of bird species including Buzzards and Ravens.

Recently Felled Forestry Recently Felled Forestry

Large areas of the Site is comprised of recently felled
forestry, now dominated by Sitka Spruce stumps. This
habitat is often relatively low in biodiversity value.
Nevertheless, a variety of species can be found utilising
this open habitat type including birds such as kestrel
and buzzard, small mammals and invertebrate.

Upland Blanket Bog

Areas of upland blanket bog were recorded within the
Site. Bogs are wetland made of peat, plants, and water
combined together. Bogs develop on poorly drained soils
where the weather is very wet. Peat is the result of an
accumulation of partially decayed plants over thousands
of years. Peatlands are extremely important carbon
sinks, storing 53% of all soil carbon in Ireland. Bogs
support a range of protected flora and fauna, including
Irish Hare, Badger, Snipe, frogs, and Sphagnum moss
species. Sphagnum moss can store up to 20 times its

own weight in water.
Wet Grassland

Wet Grassland

Wet Grassland was recorded throughout the Site, often
bordering areas of spoil and bare ground. These areas
were dominated by rushes and provide important
supporting habitat for ground nesting birds such as
snipe.

Meenbog Wind Farm

Eroding Upland River

Other Habitats

The remaining habitats recorded within the Site comprise of scrub, buildings and artificial surface, spoil
and bare ground, and recolonising bare ground.

Invasive Non-native Species

An invasive species is a species that has been
introduced to a location that is outside of its natural
range, often by humans. Invasive non-native species
threaten Ireland’s biodiversity by out competing native
species for resources and space and altering the
ecosystem functioning.

Rhododendron is an invasive non-native species
commonly found throughout Ireland in woodlands,
conifer plantations, heath, and peatland habitats.
Various stands of this invasive species were recorded
in Meenbog, mostly in Conifer Plantation.

Fauna
The variety of habitats within the Site, including peatland, grassland, forestry, scrub and rivers provides
an array of supporting habitats, shelter and food sources for local faunal species.

A number of terrestrial mammals including Irish Hare and Red deer have been recorded in the area
previously.

A number of aquatic species have been recorded within the watercourses within the vicinity of the Site,
including Brown trout, Atlantic salmon, and European eel.

Bird Species

A variety of bird species were recorded in the study area. These included birds of prey such as Hen Harrier.
Further, Red Grouse, a ground nesting breeding bird was recorded on Site. The peatland/ heath habitats
on site provide supporting habitat for the Red Grouse.

Bat Species Nathusius Pipistrelle Bat

There are nine bat species in Ireland, and five of these
species have been recorded foraging in area around
Meenbog, including Soprano pipistrelle, Common
pipistrelle, Leisler’s Bat, Brown Long-eared bat,
Nathusius’ pipistrelle and Myotis spp. Soprano
pipistrelle is Ireland’s smallest bat, weighing as little as
a €1 coin. Each bat can eat over 3000 midges in one
night.

Otter

Otters are an aquatic species, found in rivers, lakes,
streams and coastal habitats. Otter are protected in
Ireland under the Wildlife Act 1976 and Annex Il and
IV of the EU Habitats Directive. They have a
widespread distribution in Ireland, where they breed,
forage and commute in aquatic habitats. Otters live in
holts, often found along river margins and banks.

Otter spraint has been recorded along the banks of
watercourses within the Site. As such, it’s likely otter
use the watercourses within the Site to commute and
forage, at least on occasion.




ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT

Meenbog Ecological Restoration and Enhancement

This poster describes the ecological enhancement and restoration actions that have been undertaken to date and are proposed as part of the project.

November 2020 Peatslide

In November 2020, during the construction of an access road to turbine T7, a peat slide occurred at
the site. The works at the location of the peat slide were fully permitted and were being carried out in
accordance with the project design. Once the initial localised failure occurred, the failed peat moved
downslope, removing lateral support to the large body of peat upslope of the initial failure area. This
large volume of notably saturated and very weak peat flowed downslope and entered the
Shruhangarve Stream. The Peatslide resulted in physical damage to the Shruhangarve Stream and
discharged peat and sediments to the Mourne Beg River.

. Turhine 9 base

L AT sabadsand
Mouth of upper scar and location >
of initial localised tallure

~wfirash and timber laid along
= route of Turbine 7 access road

Within forestry scar essentially - 3 2
follows existing forestry furrows - « = ‘,"{

. Y
Oblique drainage ditch
Scar follows line of forestry
perimeter dralnage ditch at
northern end of open peat -
land

series of parallel drainage
ditches aligned south-north

Series of parale| drainage
ditches aligned south-narth

Interceptor drainage ditch
aligned west-east

Completed Restoration Works

In the aftermath of the peatslide, Planree under the direction and approval of Donegal County
Council (DCC) Environment Department, undertook extensive restoration and remediation works on
the peatslide slipscar and the Shruhangarve Stream. These restoration works were undertaken
through a series of “Action Plans” that were reviewed and approved by Donegal County Council prior
to being implemented. The objectives of these plans were in the first instance to stop or reduce
further pollution from the peatslide area and surrounding zones, prevent a major release of material
held behind the constructed retaining berms, and limit the spread of peat and sediment along the
Shruhangarve Stream and beyond the site.

Once major deposits of peat and debris had been removed, a programme of ecological restoration to
restore the Shruhangarve Stream and the slip scar was implemented by the contractor, under the
supervision of MKO. These restoration works were implemented between March 2021 and May
2022. Ongoing monitoring of water quality and biological indicators in both the Shruhangrarve and
the Mourne Beg River indicate a strong recovery of the aquatic ecosystem. In a letter dated July

022, DCC commended the design and implementation of the restoration work and confirmed that
they could then close out the Section 12 notices previously issued.

sstoration of Peatslide Slip Scar
Revegetation
The slip scar below the peat slide start point covers

about 2.5 hectares. Most of the peat was displaced
from this area during the November 12th slide,
leaving only a thin layer of peat over rock and
mineral soil. Water now flows down the slip scar in
a concentrated channel toward the Shruhangarve
Stream.

After the slide, fallen trees and large debris were
cleared. To stabilize the remaining peat and soil and
help vegetation recover, live willow cuttings were
installed along the channel to provide quick root
growth and stability. In addition, the entire area was
seeded with native upland grasses and was planted
with bare root saplings of native species including
Downy Birch, Scots Pine, and Alder.

The purpose of these actions was to speed up the
revegetation of the slip scar. This area is now
largely revegetated with ve species.

Shruhangarve Resteration

Restoration works on the Shruhangarve involved clearing fallen and unstable trees to ensure safe
access, followed by removal of debris and blockages using hand tools. Stream banks were stabilized
with coir matting and seeded with native grasses, while live willow stakes and willow fascines were
installed to promote riparian recovery. Where the original channel could not be reinstated a new
stream channel was constructed to the geomorphically appropriate dimensions. Rock grade control
structures were constructed in the upper reaches to prevent headcutting and maintain channel
stability as well as to provide in-stream habitat diversity. Overall, the works combined sediment
removal, channel reconstruction, bank stabilization, and riparian planting to restore natural function
and enhance ecological resilience.

Meenbog Wind Farm

Pre-restoration. March 2021 Restored channel in same area. July 2025 |

Propesed Biediversity Enhancement

As part of the Project, Biodiversity enhancement measures will form a key component of the overall
wind farm development, and the identified areas will be managed during the early operational
phase of the development to ensure their success.

The main items currently being considered include, the establishment of open foraging habitat for
Hen Harrier, and the establishment of high quality peatland habitat.

This will involve the strategic felling of conifer trees that are adjacent to existing open habitat and
thereby maximising the benefit of the new open lands. The peatland enhancement will be
accomplished through the felling of conifer trees and the blocking of drains to restore the hydrology
of the area. The peatland area will be fenced off to protect from grazing pressure. Further, the area
will be kept clear of self-seeding conifers through on-going management and monitoring. The
measures proposed in this area will promote the regeneration of wet heath and blanket bog
vegetation, including purple moor grass, tormentil, and cross leaved heath.

Map Legend

— EIAR Study Area
Proposed Hen Harrier Habitat
Enhancement Area




BENEFITS OF THE PROJECT

NATIONAL & EU TARGETS

The Climate Action and Low Carbon Development (amendment) Act
2021 commits Ireland to reach a legally binding target of net-zero
emissions no later than 2050, and a cut of 51% by 2030, transitioning
Ireland to a climate resilient, biodiversity rich, environmentally sustainable
and climate neutral economy. The Climate Action Plan 2023 (CAP)
identified the need to increase the share of electricity demand generated
from renewable sources up to 80% wher achievable and cost effective,
without compromising security of electricity supply, identifying a need for
9 GW of onshore wind generation in order for Ireland to meet its 2030
targets and the Climate Action Plan 2025 reiterated this.

The production of renewable energy from the Meenbog Wind Farm
Development will assist in achieving the Government’s and EU’s stated
goals. By increasing the amount of renewable electricity supplied to the
grid, the Meenbog Wind Farm strengthens energy security, reduces
dependence on imported fossil fuels, and supports the development of a
resilient electricity system capable of meeting future electrification and
decarbonisation demands. Large-scale projects like Meenbog also foster
regional economic growth, local employment, and sustainable
development, demonstrating how local renewable energy projects can
directly support both national and EU climate objectives.

Meenbog Wind Farm

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFIT

The Meenbog Wind Farm will have an estimated generating capacity of
91.2MW of renewable, carbon-neutral electricity, which is enough to
supply of carbon emissions per annum from the largely carbon-basover
62,700 homes per annum, based on average household use (Source: CRU
Typical Consumption Figure 2017).

Neither wind turbines, nor underground cables, emit toxic substances
or air pollutants, unlike coal or gas power stations. In addition to a
reduced dependence on oil and other imported fuels, the generation of
electricity from the Meenbog Wind Farm Development will, on average,
displace approximately 59,600 tonnes ed traditional energy mix (Source:
EPA 2024). This reduction in greenhouse gas emissions contributes directly
to combating climate change and improving local and national air quality.

The Meenbog Wind Farm also includes a range of environmental measures
to protect and enhance local ecosystems. Biodiversity initiatives are
included to support native flora and fauna, and over the operational
lifetime, the wind farm will contribute to cleaner air and a reduced carbon
footprint for the community and the country. By generating electricity
locally from a renewable source, the Meenbog Wind Farm highlights the
sustainability and reliability of wind energy in supporting Ireland’s
transition to a low-carbon, climate-resilient energy system.




COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND

SUPPORT FOR LOCAL GROUPS

The Community Benefit Fund will provide significant funding which will be
available each year for local not-for-profit groups, such as the following:

Local Amenity Proposal:

The Proposed Development includes plans for a local amenity close to the wind
farm. Public walking trails will make use of the wind farm access roads, with full
details to follow once finalised in consultation with local community.

Support for local sports facilities:
= Astroturf pitches
« Walking/running tracks
« Floodlighting
« Upgrade of clubhouse facilities

« Monetary contributions to electricity/heating bills

Improved accessibility of local community facilities through the provision of:
« Ramps
« Disabled parking spaces
« Bannisters and handrails
Supplies and supports for local community groups such as:
« Mother and baby/toddler groups
» Book clubs
« Adult learning facilities
» Active Retirement groups
Supplies for local National Schools such as:
« Library books
» Arts and crafts materials
« Materials for sensory rooms

« Resources for children with special needs

» Resources for P.E. lessons

Banteer Community Sportsfield

Meenbog Wind Farm

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

The Community Benefit Fund will make significant funds available each year
which could be used by locals for energy efficiency related projects, such as the
following:

Installation of heat pump

Retrofitting of insulation

Fitting of triple-glaze windows

Retrofitting of boilers

Fitting of advanced ventilation

Fitting of Solar PV

Monetary contribution to energy bills

FUNDING PROPOSAL

A community benefit scheme is proposed to provide a fund of €1/MWh per
annum over the lifespan of the Project based on the current estimated
generating capacity (91.2 MW) and an average capacity factor across 35-year
lifespan. This will equate to potential funding of over €9 million to the local
community which is a substantial contribution.

ADMINISTRATION

The Community Benefit fund belongs to the local community. The premise of
the fund is that it should be used to bring about significant, positive
change in the local area. To make this happen, the first task will be to form a
benefit fund development working group that clearly represents both the
close neighbours to the project as well as nearby communities. The group
will then work on designing the governance and structure of a community
entity that would administer the Community Benefit Fund.

The number and size of grant allocations will be decided by a Community Fund
liaison committee with various groups and projects benefiting to various
degrees depending on their funding requirement.

COMMUNITY BENEFIT EXAMPLES

There are a number of communities that have benefited from wind farms in
their locality. Examples of community projects that have benefited from
funding from Enerco Energy’s Boggeragh, Knockduff and Esk wind farms are
listed below.

- Bweeng Community Hall & Grounds —Received funding support for
the development of an all weather 200m running track.

- Banteer Community Sportsfield — Received funding support for the
development of a multi sports complex that serves the sports clubs,
schools and individuals in the local area.

- Lyre Community Hall - Received funding support for the renovations
of the community hall. Today, this hall is utilised by many local groups such
as the mother and baby/toddler group.
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NEXT STEPS & COMMENTS
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We value your feedback during the design process, and we
appreciate your consideration of the information provided up to now.
Consultation is ongoing and we continue to seek your views in the
following ways:

= At this exhibition by providing comments to exhibition staff.
« Complete a comment card, available at the exhibition today.
«  Email:

= Phone: 086-032 9552

« Use the “Contact” portal on the project website,

-« By post to Christopher O’'Mahony, Planree Ltd., Lissarda
Business Park, Lissarda, Co. Cork P14 YN56

www.meenboginfo.com
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Meenbog Wind Farm, Co. Donegal

Appendix 2-2 Community Benelit Report

AMENITY PROPOSAL - LETTER

OF SUPPORT
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An Bord Pleanala
64 Marlborough Street
Dublin 1

Re: Letter of Support for Community Amenity Proposal — Meenbog Wind Farm Development

To Whom It May Concern,

On behalf of Bluestack Ramblers Walking Club, we wish to confirm our support for the proposed
community amenity initiative associated with the Meenbog Wind Farm development.

We understand that the amenity is intended to provide a positive and lasting benefit for the local
community. Having reviewed the proposal, we consider it to be appropriate in scale and beneficial to
the area.

We welcome the engagement undertaken by the project developer and support the inclusion of this
community amenity as part of the Meenbog Wind Farm Substitute Consent planning application.

Yours faithfully,

Signed: _ Pefer Wl"cﬂ[bf

Name: Peter Wright

Position: Chairman

For and on behalf of: Bluestack Ramblers Walking Club

Dated: 22-06-2026






