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1. INTRODUCTION 
This report has been prepared to record the consultation carried out with the local community in 

respect of the Subject Development, which shall be known as the Meenbog Wind Farm. Planree Ltd., 

the applicant, is an associate company of Enerco Energy Ltd. Enerco Energy Ltd. has led the 

community consultation process in relation to the Meenbog Wind Farm with local residents and 

interested parties in the wider community. The objective of the consultations was to ensure that the 

views and concerns of all were considered as part of the Meenbog Wind Farm design and 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) process. 

The Meenbog Wind Farm, both in its current form and as proposed under this substitute consent 

application, represents an established and ongoing contributor to the local and regional economy. To 

date, the design and construction of the wind farm have generated economic activity through direct and 

indirect employment, as well as financial returns to participating landowners and financial contribution 

payments to Donegal County Council. These outcomes have already established the project within the 

economic landscape of the area.  

Looking ahead, the Prospective Development will reinforce and expand this contribution. During the 

remaining construction phase, it is anticipated that there will be renewed demand for labour, services, 

and supply chain inputs. Over the longer term, the development will continue to support the local 

economy through operational roles, continued landowner payments, and commercial rate contributions 

to the local authority. 

In addition, the provision of a structured community benefit fund will ensure that the financial value of 

the Subject Development is shared more broadly within the community. This mechanism will support 

local initiatives, infrastructure, and social projects, thereby extending the economic and social legacy of 

the wind farm beyond its immediate operational footprint. 

An important part of any renewable energy development, which the applicant has been at the forefront 

of developing, is its Community Benefit Package. The concept of directing benefits from wind farms to 

the local community is promoted by the National Economic and Social Council (NESC) and Wind 

Energy Ireland (WEI) among others. While it may be simpler and easier to put a total fund aside for a 

wider community area, the applicant is endeavouring to develop new ways to direct increased gain 

towards the local community with particular focus on those living closest to the Meenbog Wind Farm. 

The Wind Energy Development Guidelines 20061’, state that: 

“While it is not a mandatory requirement, it is strongly recommended that developers of a 

wind energy project should engage in active consultation and dialogue with the local 

community at an early stage in the planning process, ideally prior to submitting a planning 

application”. 

The Draft Revised Wind Energy Guidelines 20192, has retained this position stating the following: 

“In order to promote the observance of best practice, planning authorities should require 

applicants to prepare and submit a Community Report with their planning application and a 

 
1 The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Wind Energy Planning Guidelines 2006, p19 
2 The Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines 2019, p.42 
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condition on any subsequent planning permission should require developers to carry out the 

development in accordance with the approved Community Report”. 

This report outlines the consultation and community engagement initiatives undertaken by the 

applicant in relation to the Meenbog Wind Farm. It also outlines the main issues identified during this 

process, how feedback received through consultation has been taken into consideration in the 

development of the proposal, and the steps taken to ensure that the Meenbog Wind Farm will provide 

enduring economic benefits to the surrounding communities. 

2. CONSULTATION WITH THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY  

2.1 Local Community Consultation for the 
Permitted Development 

The Meenbog Wind Farm was originally permitted by An Bord Pleanála under ABP-300460-17, as 

subsequently amended by ABP-303729-19. During the pre-planning process for the Permitted 

Development, the applicant adopted a structured community engagement strategy to facilitate early and 

ongoing consultation with local stakeholders. As outlined in section 2.7 of the rEIAR/2.8 of the EIAR 

(Planning History), the Permitted Development evolved from several iterations across a larger site area. 

A dedicated community liaison consultant, John Aston of Astoneco, was appointed to support 

engagement with the local community and to assist in identifying and responding to issues raised. 

Initial engagement involved consultation with local residents, landowners, Coillte, and other interested 

parties, including representatives of local interest groups. The purpose of this process was to identify 

key issues of concern and to ensure that community feedback informed the evolution of the project 

design and associated environmental assessments.  

Community consultation continued throughout 2016/2017 and a public information session which was 

held on 16th February 2017. The public information session provided members of the local community 

with an opportunity to review the evolving project design and engage directly with the applicant and 

technical consultants. Topics discussed included the project layout, visual impacts, noise and shadow 

flicker assessments, and community gain proposals. Following the event, correspondence with the local 

community continued, which included a Question and Answer booklet responding to queries raised 

during the consultation process. 

Following changes in planning policy relating to turbine separation distances, the overall wind farm 

footprint was reduced, and engagement became more focused on residents in the vicinity of the revised 

development area (which is a similar area to the Wind Farm Site). A local community group, known as 

the Meenbog Community Group, was formed to facilitate structured engagement with the applicant. 

Ongoing discussions with the group contributed to refinements to the project design, including 

proposals for additional amenity features and local environmental enhancements. 

A further public information event was held on 21st September 2017 in Jackson’s Hotel, Ballybofey, 

Co. Donegal. The event included an information exhibition, presentation, and questions and answers 

session led by John Aston of Astoneco, together with representatives of the applicant and the project’s 
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planning and environmental consultants. Approximately 50–60 members of the public attended the 

event. 

The information presented included updated project drawings, environmental constraints, separation 

distances, noise contours, and visual material. Feedback received reflected a range of views regarding 

the development, and all issues raised were recorded and considered in the finalisation of the project 

design and associated environmental assessments, as part of the 2017 EIAR. 

2.2 Local Community Consultation for the 
construction of the Existing Development 

Following the grant of permission in 2018 and during the construction phase from 2019 onwards, 

communication with the local community in relation to the Meenbog Wind Farm has been ongoing, 

with a point of contact available for queries relating to the development. 

Prior to the commencement of construction, engagement was undertaken with local residents and 

stakeholders to provide information on the development and to outline key elements of the proposed 

works. This included discussion of the overall construction programme, site layout and associated 

infrastructure, underground grid connection works, and the proposed approach to community amenity 

provisions. Where relevant, reference was made to comparable operational wind farm developments to 

assist in illustrating the nature of the proposed works and associated operational arrangements. 

During the construction phase, representatives of the applicant have been available as a point of contact 

for members of the public in relation to queries on construction activities, traffic management, site 

operations, and general project updates. Advance notice was provided to the local community for all 

road closures associated with the Grid Connection along public roads. 

In the aftermath of the November 2020 Peat slide, and throughout the subsequent remediation and 

stabilisation works, local representatives remained available for members of the public to raise queries 

or seek clarification in relation to site activities. Where appropriate, information relating to ongoing 

works and site management measures was made available through established means of 

communication. 

Overall, communication with the local community was facilitated throughout the construction of the 

Existing Development, ensuring that a mechanism for engagement and query handling has been in 

place over the duration of these works. 

2.3 Local Community Consultation for the Current 
Planning Application 

This section sets out the community consultation and notification undertaken by the applicant in 

relation to the preparation and submission of the application for substitute consent for the Subject 

Development. 

A Community Liaison Officer (CLO) remained available throughout the process to facilitate 

communication with the local community and respond to any queries in relation to the application. 



Meenbog Wind Farm, Co. Donegal  

Appendix 2-2 Community Benefit Report 

 
  4 

A primary element of the Prospective Development from a community perspective is the revised 

amenity proposals, which had to be revised to satisfy designer and landowner requirements. Early 

engagement was held with the original community group to agree revised proposals that could work for 

all involved.  Feedback arising from these interactions informed the revised amenity proposals which 

form part of the Prospective Development. The CLO also engaged with other interested groups in 

relation to the project, which resulted in a letter of support being issued by the Bluestack Ramblers 

Walking Club. The development of the revised amenity proposals represented an early and 

constructive step in strengthening community-focused aspects of the project and once it was established,  

the project website was developed as a mechanism for informing the wider public about the proposal. 

In October 2025, a dedicated project website www.meenboginfo.com was established to provide 

accessible information in relation to the substitute consent application. The website includes details of 

the proposed application for substitute consent, project background including details about the design 

team, and contact information for the CLO to enable members of the public to seek further information 

or clarification. A public notice was published in the Donegal Democrat to inform the community 

about the proposal and directing interested parties to the project website and CLO contact details. 

In November 2025, letters were sent to residents in the vicinity of the Wind Farm Site and the Grid 

Connection Site. These letters provided a brief summary about the proposed planning application and 

reminded people about the dedicated project website where more detailed information was available. 

The correspondence also included details of the Public Information Exhibition (PIE) of the 3rd 

December 2025. A public notice was also published in the Donegal Democrat in November 2025 to 

inform the wider public of the upcoming PIE. 

2.3.1 Public Information Exhibition (PIE) 

A Public Information Exhibition was held to present information on the substitute consent application 

for the Meenbog Wind Farm and to provide an opportunity for members of the public to review the 

proposal, engage with the project team, and submit feedback. 

The exhibition also outlined the Existing Development and the Prospective Development, the scope of 

technical and environmental assessments completed to date, and the potential benefits associated with 

the development. 

The event was organised as an open drop-in exhibition, allowing attendees to view material at their own 

pace and speak directly with members of the project team. 

2.3.1.1 PIE Details 

 Jackson’s Hotel (Drumboe Suite), Ballybofey, Co. Donegal (03/12/2025) (approximately. 20 

attendees) 

The PIE was attended by people living in the locality of the wind farm and the wider area. The 

exhibitions comprised several graphic and information boards. Members of the project team, including 

representatives of the applicant, were in attendance to provide clarification and respond to queries.  

The information presented included: 

 Overview of the substitute consent application and purpose of the process 

http://www.meenboginfo.com/
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 Project background and design evolution 

 Description of the Existing and Prospective Development 

 Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) structure 

 Environmental considerations and benefits 

 Community benefit proposals 

 Ecological restoration and enhancement works 

 Habitat and species information recorded on site 

 Amenity proposal 

 Maps showing the site location and surrounding dwellings, the proposed turbine delivery 

route, Existing Development and Prospective Development layouts 

 Selection of photomontages 

 Next steps and contact information 

Members of the public were invited to submit comment, concerns, and opinions regarding the project 

through a feedback form at the event. The project website address, www.meenboginfo.com, and the 

contact details of CLO were on display for the attendees.  

All information that was displayed at the PIE was made publicly available on the project website for 

interested parties to view in their own time. 

2.3.1.2 PIE Feedback 

The main queries raised related to: 

 Community benefit arrangements 

 The substitute consent planning application process 

 Biodiversity and ornithology 

 Peat slide and restoration measures 

The project representatives were on hand to answer the queries raised at the PIE. Following the PIE, 

the CLO followed up with interested parties. Feedback received at and since the PIE has been noted by 

the CLO and relayed to the design team. This feedback has informed the project design and all 

concerns have been fully addressed in the rEIAR/EIAR and rNIS/NIS that accompany this substitute 

consent application. 

2.3.2 Ongoing Engagement 

Engagement with the local community is ongoing and will continue for the lifetime of the Meenbog 

Wind Farm, with appropriate mechanisms in place to facilitate communication and the consideration of 

queries or feedback as they arise. The CLO will remain to be the primary point of contact for the 

project and will be available to respond to queries relating to the development, operations, and 

associated activities. 

 

 

http://www.meenboginfo.com/
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3. ENDURING ECONOMIC BENEFIT 
The Meenbog Wind Farm provides ongoing economic benefits to the local and regional economy 

through a combination of employment, local and regional expenditure, landowner payments, 

commercial rates, and statutory development contributions to Donegal County Council. These benefits 

arise during both the construction and operational phases of the development and contribute to 

sustained economic activity within the surrounding area. 

The development also provides for longer-term community-focused economic benefits which are 

intended to support local initiatives and reinforce the distribution of project value to communities in the 

vicinity of the wind farm. These aspects are considered in more detail under the short-term and long-

term economic benefit headings below. 

3.1 Short Term Economic Benefits 

The Meenbog Wind Farm, both in its current form and as proposed under this substitute consent 

application, represents an established and ongoing contributor to the local and regional economy. To 

date, the design and construction of the wind farm have generated economic activity through direct and 

indirect employment, as well as financial returns to participating landowners and financial contribution 

payments to Donegal County Council. These outcomes have already established the project within the 

economic landscape of the area.  

Looking ahead, the Prospective Development will reinforce and expand this contribution. During the 

remaining construction phase, it is anticipated that there will be renewed demand for labour, services, 

and supply chain inputs. This will further reinforce the project’s role as an established economic 

contributor within the area.  

3.2 Long Term Economic Benefits 

The Meenbog Wind Farm will provide many long-term economic benefits to the communities in the 

surrounding areas, as outlined in the following sections. 

3.2.1 Employment 

It is estimated that approximately 80 workers were employed during the construction of Existing 

Development, and further c.40 workers are expected to be employed during the construction phase of 

the Prospective Development. Approximately 5 jobs will be created during operational phase of the 

Subject Development.  

3.2.2 Rates 

Annual rates paid by the project to Donegal County Council will potentially support the provision of 

local services. 
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3.2.3 Financial Contribution 

As part of the Permitted Development, the applicant is subject to development contributions payable to 

Donegal County Council under the Development Contribution Scheme made pursuant to Section 48 of 

the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). 

The development contributions for the Meenbog Wind Farm are structured in phased payments linked 

to stages of construction. To date, Phase 1 contribution of €266,000 and the Phase 2 contribution of 

€532,000 have been paid in accordance with the planning permission, with Phase 1 having been paid 

prior to commencement of construction and Phase 2 paid prior to commencement of concrete 

deliveries for turbine foundations. 

A Phase 3 contribution was scheduled to become payable prior to the delivery of turbine components 

to the Wind Farm Site. However, due to the suspension of works, this stage has not been reached. 

These payments will have supported the provision of public infrastructure and services within the area 

and form part of the established economic contribution of the Meenbog Wind Farm. 

3.2.4 Community Benefit Fund 

The applicant is given a commitment to a community benefit scheme based on a contribution of 

€1/MWh per annum over the lifespan of the project based on the current estimated generating capacity 

(91.2 MW) and an average capacity factor across 25-year lifespan. This will equate to potential funding 

of over €6 million to the local community which is a substantial contribution. 

The community benefit fund is intended to provide long-term and locally focused benefits to 

communities surrounding the Meenbog Wind Farm. The fund is intended to support projects and 

initiatives that provide tangible and lasting benefits within the local area. 

It is envisaged that governance arrangements for the fund will be developed through engagement with 

local community representatives, including the establishment of an appropriately representative 

structure to assist in the administration and distribution of funding. This may include the formation of a 

community benefit fund working group representing both neighbouring residents and the wider local 

community. 

The fund may support a range of community, amenity, recreational, educational, and accessibility 

initiatives within the Meenbog area and the wider locality. This may include support for local sports 

and recreational facilities, community buildings, accessibility improvements, local voluntary and 

community organisations, and educational resources for local schools, including supports for sensory 

and additional needs provision and physical education resources. 

The fund can also be used to encourage energy efficiency upgrades within Meenbog area and the 

wider locality. Examples of energy efficiency upgrades include the installation of heat pumps, 

retrofitting of insulation, fitting of triple-glaze windows, retrofitting of boilers, fitting of advanced 

ventilation, and the installation of Solar PV panels. 
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4. CONCLUSION 
Active engagement and consultation with the local community has been undertaken throughout the 

development of the Meenbog Wind Farm, both during the Permitted Development planning process, 

the construction phase of the Existing Development, and in relation to this substitute consent 

application. The consultation process has provided the applicant with a valuable understanding of the 

views, concerns, and priorities of the local community and has informed the evolution of the project 

and associated proposals. 

The applicant has sought to maintain open communication with residents, community representatives, 

and other stakeholders through direct correspondence, public information events, dedicated project 

contact details, and ongoing engagement facilitated by the CLO. Consultation undertaken in relation to 

the substitute consent application has also provided the local community with the opportunity to review 

the proposal and associated information relating to the Subject Development and to provide feedback 

on the proposal. 

The Meenbog Wind Farm has already contributed to the local and regional economy through 

employment generation, construction activity, local expenditure, development contributions, and 

financial returns to participating landowners. Looking forward, the Subject Development will continue 

to deliver enduring economic benefits through ongoing operational activity, employment, local 

expenditure, commercial rates, further financial contributions, community benefit funding, and 

continued engagement with the surrounding communities over the lifetime of the development 
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 APPENDIX 2.2.1 
 OCTOBER 2025 - INFORMATION 

 

 



 
Meenbog Wind Farm Substitute Consent 

 
Planree Ltd. are preparing to apply to An Coimisiún Pleanála for 
Substitute Consent under Section 177E of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000, as amended, in respect of the Meenbog Wind 
Farm, located in the townlands of Meenbog and Croaghonagh, Co. 
Donegal, and the associated underground cabling grid connection to 
Clogher substation located in the townlands of Cashelnavean, 
Tawnawully Mountains, Friarsbush, Ardinawark, Keadew Upper, 
Keadew Lower and Cullionboy, Co. Donegal. 

Information about this application and the project is available for 
interested parties to view on the dedicated project information 
website, www.meenboginfo.com. A Community Liaison Officer 
(CLO) is available to answer any questions about this proposal. If 
anyone cannot access the information on the website, please 
contact the CLO, Christopher O’Mahony, to arrange an alternative 
means of sharing the information.  
E-mail: clo@meenboginfo.com, or Phone: 086-0329552  
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 APPENDIX 2.2.2 
 NOVEMBER 2025 - 

INFORMATION 



 

Enerco Energy Limited, Lissarda Business Park, Lissarda, Co Cork, Ireland 
Tel: +353 (0) 21-7336034 Email: info@enercoenergy.ie Reg. No. 357045 

18th November 2025, 
 
Meenbog Wind Farm Substitute Consent Application 
 
Dear  

 

I hope this letter finds you well. Based on available information we understand that you 

are the owner of the property marked  on the enclosed map1. 

I writing to inform you about the Public Information Exhibition (PIE) for the Meenbog 

Wind Farm Substitute Consent Application. Further to a High Court ruling it is necessary 

to regularise all completed works at the wind farm and obtain permission to complete 

and operate the wind farm. More detailed information about the project background is 

available at the project website: www.meenboginfo.com.   

The project Environmental Consultants, MKO, continue their preparation for a Substitute 

Consent application to An Coimisiún Pleanála under Section 177E of the Planning and 

Development Act, 2000, as amended, in respect of the Meenbog Wind Farm, located in 

the townlands of Meenbog and Croaghonagh, Co. Donegal, and the associated grid 

connection underground cabling route to Clogher substation located in the townlands of 

Cashelnavean, Tawnawully Mountains, Friarsbush, Ardinawark, Keadew Upper, Keadew 

Lower and Cullionboy, Co. Donegal. The project team is now ready to hold a PIE regarding 

the proposal. 

The PIE will be held in Jackson’s Hotel (Drumboe Suite), Ballybofey, Co. Donegal, on 

Wednesday, 03rd of December, from 4.00 pm to 8.00 pm. Information about the proposal 

will be on display, and members of the project team, along with myself, will be present to 

answer any queries. Please see enclosed a copy of an advertisement, which will appear in 

this week’s edition of the Donegal Democrat, informing the wider community of the PIE.  

The applicant for the planning application will be Planree Ltd., which is an associate 

company of Enerco Energy Ltd., exclusively allocated to the Meenbog Wind Farm Project. 

This is a standard procedure for all projects of this nature, and Enerco will continue to 

manage the proposed planning application. 

Everyone is welcome to attend the exhibition, however, there is no obligation. All 

information made available on the day will also be uploaded to the project website. If you 

cannot attend the PIE and have difficulty accessing the information on the project 

website, please contact me and I will assist you.  

 
1 Based on Land Registry data, which may not be fully accurate 



 

Enerco Energy Limited, Lissarda Business Park, Lissarda, Co Cork, Ireland 
Tel: +353 (0) 21-7336034 Email: info@enercoenergy.ie Reg. No. 357045 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and as always if you have any queries 

regarding the Meenbog Wind Farm, please feel free to contact me by email at 

clo@meenboginfo.com, by phone 086-0329552, or through the ‘contact’ portal on the 

project website. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Christopher O’Mahony 
Enerco Energy Ltd 
clo@meenboginfo.com 
086-0329552



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Meenbog Wind Farm Substitute Consent 
 

Planree Ltd. are holding a Public Information Exhibition (PIE) 
regarding the Substitute Consent application to An Coimisiún 
Pleanála under Section 177E of the Planning and Development 
Act, 2000, as amended, in respect of the Meenbog Wind Farm, 
located in the townlands of Meenbog and Croaghonagh, 
Co.Donegal, and the associated grid connection  underground 
cabling route to Clogher substation located in the townlands of 
Cashelnavean, Tawnawully Mountains, Friarsbush, Ardinawark, 
Keadew Upper, Keadew Lower and Cullionboy, Co. Donegal.   

Venue, Date and Time: 
Jackson’s Hotel (Drumboe Suite) 

Ballybofey, Co. Donegal 
Wednesday 03rd December 

4.00pm – 8.00pm 
 
The PIE is open to all interested parties and information in relation 
to the proposal will be on display with project representatives in 
attendance to answer any questions. For those that cannot attend 
the PIE, all information on display at the exhibition will also be 
available on the project website, www.meenboginfo.com. If anyone 
cannot access the website, please contact the project Community 
Liaison Officer (CLO), Christopher O’Mahony, to arrange an 
alternative means of sharing the information.  
E-mail: clo@meenboginfo.com, or Phone: 086-0329552  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Meenbog Wind Farm, Co. Donegal  

Appendix 2-2 Community Benefit Report 

 

 

 APPENDIX 2.2.3 
 PUBLIC INFORMATION 

EXIHIBITION 
 























































Meenbog Wind Farm, Co. Donegal  

Appendix 2-2 Community Benefit Report 

 

 

 APPENDIX 2.2.4 
 AMENITY PROPOSAL – LETTER 

OF SUPPORT 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 



An Bord Pleanála 

64 Marlborough Street 

Dublin 1 

 

Re: Letter of Support for Community Amenity Proposal – Meenbog Wind Farm Development 

To Whom It May Concern, 

On behalf of Bluestack Ramblers Walking Club, we wish to confirm our support for the proposed 

community amenity initiative associated with the Meenbog Wind Farm development. 

We understand that the amenity is intended to provide a positive and lasting benefit for the local 

community. Having reviewed the proposal, we consider it to be appropriate in scale and beneficial to 

the area. 

We welcome the engagement undertaken by the project developer and support the inclusion of this 

community amenity as part of the Meenbog Wind Farm Substitute Consent planning application. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Signed: ___________________________ 

Name: ___________________________ 

Position: ________________________ 

For and on behalf of: Bluestack Ramblers Walking Club 

Dated: 22-06-2026 

 

 

Chairman

Peter Wright

           Peter Wright



 


